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 IMANI HOUSE Hosts the 7th Annual Virtual Fundraiser 

Giving Thanks ~ Giving Back  

Contribute Thanksgiving Day & Beyond 

NEW 

TRIAGE  

CENTER 

Welcome to the Seventh Annual “Giving Thanks – Giving Back” Virtual Fundraiser 

Dear Friends of Imani House: 

Imani House turned 30 this year. Thirty years of dedicated service to thousands of youth and families in need of the health, litera-
cy, and education programming that we provide in New York and Liberia W. Africa. 

In New York, we have expanded our youth development after-school program into a second school, 
PS150, in Brownsville. This year, we are providing cutting-edge performance arts, academic support 
and summer camp services to over 450 inner-city children in two locations.  

In Liberia, IHI is Mobilizing our Clinic and Community Education Services in order to bring essen-
tial health care to an additional 6,000 Liberians living in areas, where few health services are availa-
ble. 

Bridging two continents, we are extremely proud of our 70 staff, 125 volunteers, and each of you who 
give of self to meet the goals of helping over 20,000 IHI program recipients improve their life enrich-
ing opportunities while building strong sustainable communities. Imani House is a small organization, 
but good things do indeed come in small packages. 

As we bow our heads to give thanks for all of our own blessings, won’t you please join us this year in Giving Thankfully to 

support your program of choice. Each of us deserves a chance at a positive and productive life.  

Remember all donations are 100% tax deductible 

On behalf of our staff, volunteers, board, and program participants, we wish each of you a joyous holiday. 

Sincerely, Bisi Ideraabdullah, Executive Director 

Happy Holidays – Thank You For Your Support! 



Decreases in Non-Literate Rate 
 

 

Imani House’s adult literacy classes were start-
ed in 1986 to address adult non-literate rates of 
nearly 72%. During the civil war, with the flight 
of the middle class, non-literate rates rose as 
high as 85% among women. Imani House be-
lieves that a non-literate population can never 
be governed; they can only be dictated to. In 
spite of the Ebola outbreak which closed all 
schools, we are now up and running.  

Groups like Imani House have persevered and 
helped improve the statistics. The rate is im-
proving and stands now at 67% among wom-
en. IHI’s free literacy classes serve over 100 
Liberian women in two 
Monrovia markets. We 
are in the process of 
opening a third location, 
in a semi-rural area 
adjacent to the IHI Clin-
ic. In collaboration with 
a women’s group from 
the Vonzon area, there 
are already 45 women 
on stand-by to begin 
classes. 

Imani House 
Joins Ebola  
Surveillance 
 

In collaboration with the 
Liberian Ministry of 
Health and CONCERN, 
an international NGO, 
Imani House is now an officially designated Ebola 
surveillance site. All Staff receive training and re-
fresher workshops on disease surveillance, and 
delivery of safe and quality health services. In a joint 
project, two additional buildings were added to the 
Imani House Clinic. They will serve as a triage, iso-
lation, and transfer center, in case of another Ebola 
or other highly infectious disease outbreak. 
  
 

While WHO has declared Liberia and Sierra Leone 
Ebola-free, neighboring country Guinea reported 7 
new cases of Ebola as of November 2015. Continu-

ing vigilance and 
public education is  
required. Liberia 
must remain in a 
state of prepared-
ness. It took only one 
case to start the epi-
demic that took the 
lives of over 11,000 
West Africans.  
DONATE now and 
become a partner in 
the efforts to build 
health care in Liberia. 

Healthcare is a Human Right 
Ambulances to the Rescue! 

 

 

An IHI clinic health worker reported that a woman 
with a sick child walked over 6 hours to reach our 
facility, because most rural communities in Liberia 
lack access to medical care.  

According to WHO, the country has only 51 doctors 
and 5,000 health care workers to serve a population 
of 3.8 million people. When the Ebola epidemic 
spread through the country, most health facilities shut 
down, as health workers abandoned their posts. 

In response to the needs, we have mobilized two 
retired ambulances from New Jersey to enhance 
health services to remote areas. One will transport 
patients from our clinic area to distant hospitals, or 
allow other hospitals to transport patients when need-
ed. The other will become a mobile health unit that 
will provide full service treatment to over 6,000 people 
residing in  rural areas outside of Monrovia.  

Introducing quality health care and education to rural 
areas will improve the quality of life of impoverished 
Liberians starting at the village level, which open op-
portunities for a better future for themselves and their 
children. Longer term we hope to create more mobile 
health units for expansion of our efforts. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT: 

 Imani House was founded in Liberia in 1986 

by an African-American born in Brooklyn, NY 

 In 1822, the first African-Americans landed 

on the shores of Liberia 

 The Liberian flag and constitution are mod-

eled after that of the United States 

 Liberia was food sustainable and one of Afri-

ca’s most stable independent nations prior to  

1979 

 With only 4 staff in 1992, the first Imani 
House Clinic opened to serve over 10,000 

displaced Liberians using a donated tent  

 Today, the Imani House Clinic’s 3 facilities 

serve over 17,000 Liberians 

 The Ebola epidemic claimed the lives of 4,808 
Liberians, 287 health workers, two of whom 

were Imani House employees 

 Malaria kills nearly a million people and sick-
ens half a billion people each year in 109 

countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America 

 In Liberia, 1 in 14 children die before their 

fifth birthday (WHO) – In the US, it’s 1 in 143 

children 

 Average Liberian life expectancy is about 

60.2 years old – In the US, it’s 78.7 years 

 About 67% of Liberian women are non-

literate  
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New Africanized Manuals 

Imani House is partnering with Pro-
literacy to launch a series of new 
Africanized health manuals and a 
training curriculum that would ad-
dress many of the health needs of 
women and girls. Since 1982, IHI 
has collaborated with and received 
support from ProLiteracy. 

New Jersey Ambulances’ 
Reborn in Liberia 

New Construction 
Ebola Surveillance Station 

IHI ED Presents at ProLiteracy 

In October, the Imani House Execu-
tive Director, Bisi Ideraabdullah, 
was invited to the ProLiteracy Annu-
al Conference, as an international 
guest panelist to discuss literacy, 
poverty, and health as tools for in-
ternational development. She also 
led a workshop for literacy program 
directors. The theme of the work-
shop focused on creative writing as 
a means to improve literacy. 



Opening Doors to Tomorrow 

Borough President Eric 

Adams Honors IHI’s 3rd 

Annual Walk-to-Live 

On May 31, 2015, Prospect Park came 
alive as hundreds of children, parents, 
and community members laced their 
sneakers and joined to walk the 3.4 
mile park path. Walk-to-Live, our 3rd 
annual walkathon, celebrates healthy 

lifestyles to end 
the rise of child-
hood obesity, es-
pecially in com-
munities of color. 
A Brooklyn Borough Prez. Proclamation honored “Imani 
House for its outstanding contributions in our communities.” 
This family-friendly event features Fruit-for-Life, prizes, com-
petitions, dancing, entertainment, a cookout, free CPR train-
ings, health screenings, and more.  

Join us Sunday, May 22, 2016 for  
our 4th annual Walk-to-Live! 

IHI Brooklyn—Proud Uzbekistani Student’s Achievement 

For the past 18 years, IHI has provided free adult literacy, 
ESOL, and GED classes in Brooklyn. With the help of 
hundreds of community volunteers, thousands of students 
have participated in our program to gain the skills needed 
to improve their lives.  

Muhabbat states, “…It is a great opportunity… they offer 
free classes with an individual teacher. All the students 
have their own schedules, including evening classes…” 
Muhabbat, who comes from Uzbekistan, passed the en-
trance exam for foreign nurses and is now studying to be 
a registered nurse. 

Supporters of this program: Councilmember Laurie 
Cumbo, Nancy Sands, TJX Foundation, & BNY Mellon. 

Summer Camp on a Roll! 

CAMP IMANI provided a full 5-day, 
7 week free camp for over 250 inner
-city children this summer. Campers 
went on trips from golfing to rock 
climbing to 
museums to 
amusement 
parks, and 
others. They 
received 
instructions, 

they otherwise might not afford, 
from experts in the fields of ar-
chery, African dance and drum-
ming, salsa, karate, chess and so 
much more! 

WOC WRITERS’ AWARDERD GRANT FROM NEW 
YORK STATE COUNCIL OF THE ARTS— 
 

The Women of Color Writers’ Community facilitates creative 
writing and poetry workshops, readings, performances, and pub-
lications. For more info visit: www.wocwriters.com 
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Expanding Youth Development in NY 

Imani House has taken its 
cutting-edge performing 
arts, athletics, and aca-
demic enrichment pro-
gramming into a second 
school. PS150 is a high-
needs Brownsville school 
surrounded by eight public 
housing complexes where 
the need for a program 
like ours is essential. Fol-
lowing the model of our 
PS282 program, children experience daily after-school 
activities and support, a full-time summer camp, and par-
ents are encouraged to collaborate with our staff to help 
their child reach success. 

Muhabbat says good-
bye to Imani House 

after 6 months! 

Councilman Eric Adams Presents a  

Proclamation to Honor Imani House 

Bull’s Eye! 



IMANI HOUSE, Inc. 
76-A Fifth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217 

Telephone: (718) 638-2059 | (718) 638-2165 | Fax: (718) 789-1094 
Website: www.imanihouse.org            

 IMANI HOUSE, Inc. is a 501(C)(3) Tax Exempt Community Development Organization 
                    

 

 

Search for Imani House, Inc. on    

NYC Dept of Youth & Comm. Dev. 

GlobalGiving 

American Jewish World Service 

The Vessel Foundation 

Plenty International 

Council Member Laurie Cumbo 

BNY Mellon Community Partnership 

Cultures of Resistance 

Community Church of New York 

TJX Foundation 

NY State Council on the Arts 

Brooklyn Children’s Museum 

Con Edison 

ProLiteracy International 

Fifth Avenue Committee 

The United Methodist Global Fellowship 

Act Local/Think Global 

Atlantic Yards/ NETS/ DBNA 

Duane Reade / Walgreens 

Costco 

SaveMor Printing 

Brooklyn Crepe and Juice 

Yayo’s Restaurant 

Nancy Sands 

Kenneth Small 

Mr. & Mrs. Ananaba 

Elizabeth Schnee 

Lucy Adams 

Dean & Koren Volk 

Joseph & Anne Taranto 

Robert & Shirley Bachini 

The Ideraabdullah Family 

THE IMANI HOUSE MISSION & VISION 

Our Mission: “To assist marginalized youth, families 

and immigrants to create sustainable neighborhoods, 

where residents are decision makers who take re-

sponsibility for the improvement of their lives and 

surroundings.” 

IMANI HOUSE believes that anyone can succeed with 

motivated and access to appropriate skills, infor-

mation and opportunities. For over 30 years we have 

provided health, education and support services to 

the grassroots communities of Brooklyn, NY and Liberia, W. Africa. 

Each year we serves 20,000 people on two continents. 

IMANI HOUSE PROGRAMS 

BROOKLYN, NY 

 After-School PS 282 and PS 150—Performing Arts, Athletics and 
Enrichment Programming 

 Summer Day Camp—Full Time 7 Week  

 Adult Education Program—Literacy, GED (HSE), ESOL 

 Information and Referral Services—Social Work Department 

 Women of Color Writers’ Workshops and Community 

 

LIBERIA, W. AFRICA 

 Maternal & Child Health Care Clinic 

 Mobilized Health Care / Ambulance Services to Rural Area 

 Infectious Disease Education Campaign 

 Adult Education for Marketing Women (Literacy and Math) 

 Teen Peer Ed. Program; HIV, STDs, and Pregnancy Prevention 

TO MAKE A DONATION ONLINE visit  

www.ImaniHouse.org 

Or make Checks Payable to Imani House, Inc. 

Remember, No Contribution is too Small! 

All donations are 100% tax deductible and will be acknowledged in writing  

Executive Director 

Bisi Ideraabdullah 

 

Board of Directors 

Oma Holloway—Chair │ Judy Marksman—Treasurer 

Mary R. Zigbou—Secretary │ Nicole Madison—Member 

Mahmoud Ideraabdullah—Member  

 

Advisory Board  

Gail Mason,  Faith Barclay,  

Steven Flax, Matthew Thumas  

 

Liberian Steering Committee  

Arthur Tucker, Patricia Ananaba, Badiatu Dukuly 

Gloria Hage, Shadrene Howard, Della Holden 

 

Newsletter Design & Layout 

Elinor Lee 

Contributing Editors 

A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR FUNDERS & FRIENDS! 

AND 

Other Donors and Volunteers Like You 

Oma Holloway, IHI Board Chair, 
Receives a BIG Check from DBNA  


